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1. In the Austrian Tyrol Francets prestige is at the lowest ebb. setually,
no tension existed bhetween the Tyrolean population and the occupat’on
forces, but the latter nad aggravated a serious housing shortage
and the Austrians did nct regard them 28 being of any milltary Va.ue
in case of a Soviet attack. MNevertheless the sudden withdrawal
destroyed what there had been lert of ¥rench prestige. Last SUMMEer,

the Soviets, alter a 1cld o scveral yeuls, Tollowed the american

syoasaple of walving thets ciaim to .ustr 5 ¢ecupat.on tribute. That

wins one of the cnowg . the Lov'sts offered fustria in oruaer to
inf.uence the G wpo woecneh {And the Britishi cousd

nct well keep on cachling sustriats tribuce therefore they hac to {follow-

suit. The Austrluans now gilvs the ifoilcw ' 'ng tntespretation: A5 rong N

a1s we paid the <xronnis, they 13ked it in our country. liow, when they

would have to pay Cor thelr own stays they quitt

2. The few Austrians who are able to rcason politically are developing the
following line: ‘e huve been told some time ago that testern troops
were in Austria no longer 4S occupiers but as protectors and potential
allies. “That was in kecplng with the iden of a Joint defense of the
free world. 1t appealed to us. vhen has the Soviet danger disappeared”?
Have the Western pewWers now abandoned not only thelr roll-back but also
the containment conccptlion? IS that the *uropean spirit vwnich we have
becn asked to embrac:2?

5. It 1s true that the jronch have encouraged the formation of un Austrian
gendarmerie, the nuclous of an fuctyrlan Army. ‘ne two battalions of that
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